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BRI:LKENRIDGE

here are few places on carth that actually
lure crowds with the promize of snow:

l'»ru'('lu-nriull-sw Colorado, iz one of them.
Breckenridge, fondly referred 1o as
: “Breck” by the locals, has long been a fa-
vorite destination for those looking to unwind in the natural he: anty
of the Col
travelers seeking their fortunes in gold and silver, Breckenridge

wado Mountains. Founded more than LOO VEArs ago ]l\

has evolved into what many believe to be the ! ‘pertect maountain
town.” Best known for its world-clags ski slopes, the town also
altracts those looking for luxurious shopping, fine dining and
unique entertanment. Last winter, | packed my bags and ski gear
(with first-timer jilters, of course) and set out to see what the fuss
was all about, What | found in Breckenridge was unrivaled charm,
breathtaking sueronndings, and the opportunity to enjov the win-
ter weather we often run from

With daily non-stop flights to Denver from both O Hare and Mid-
way Airports, the slopes of Breckenrid ge are easily accessible for
llum of us here in Chicago. Once | arrived at the Denver \irport,

I opted for the Colorado Mountain Express rather than rent a car
for the two-hour drive to Breckenridge, which can be rather over-
whelming for someone who isn't used 1o winding roads and steep
inclines,

The shuttle deopped me offin front of One Ski Hill Place, a Rock-
Resort that opened its doors last summer, bringing a new level of
lusury to Breckenridge. The beautiful ski-in/ski-out resort sits at
the bottom of Peak 8, with easy aceess 1o lifts, erogs-eountry ski
trails, and the BreekConneet Gondala, which whisks riders an ay to
downtown Breckenridge in a matter of minutes, One Ski Hill Place
offers a range of accommodations, from studios to four-hedroom
luxurious condominiums. Each space hoasts beantiful interiors, in-
novative green standards and breathtaking views of the Continen-
1al Divide or the snow-coveread -\lulp 5. T lw rezort’s location 1s u
preme and with a fine collection of famiby-friendly dining options
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and amenities, including a billiard room, private movie lounges,
and a two-lane hawling alley apthy named “The Mine Shaft,” One
Ski Hill Place is truly a et above the rest

Mornings are not often welcomed in my book. but after a good
nights sleep, | awoke to a hreathtaking view of the snow-covered
}uﬂk-z painted orange and pink by the rising sun. T was even a hit
jealous of the T-m-pl. I 2aw nmkm
Lift. but I hgured Twould save that for next time

their way up to the peak, sans
perhaps alter my
first lesson. By the time | made it over to the lifts to meet my ski
mnstructor, Dong from Breckenridge Ski & Ride School. the sun had
come ont, making for what was going to be a gorgeouns day on the
mountian,

Knowing that T had never skied before, Doug started me off on
the bunny slopes. Thanks ta his patience and experience working
with skiers at all levels. 1 soon found myself taking on the interm
diate runs with the “big guys,” along with a few voungsters who
fearlessly eruized down the mountain behind their own patient
instructors, [ spent the rest of my alteenaon on the intermediate
lifts, much to the ¢ hn;‘nn f the daredevils who planned to take on
the 'llll‘l'll.ll E Npress \u]u srChair which ﬂ\o"n‘p\ ~Ll"’l‘< 12, S84 jo |l~ 4|
shove sealevel, making it the highest chairlift in North Ameriea

After a beantiful day on the mountain, headed over to One Ski
Hill Place’s Aquatic and Rejuvenation Centers an absolute must for
aprés-ski relaxation. The Aquatie Center's p‘m--r.’unil' glass walls
and eeiling allow you to enjoy the gorgeous view while I.uhng adip
in the pools or hot tub. The Bejuvenation Center offers an areav of
muassage and spa services, enabling vou to unwind after a day on the
mountain. L opted for the autdoor hot b and watched my fellow
skiers take 1o the slopes while the fire pit crackled beside me. That
evening, I made my way into "Downtown Breck” and dined at Rel
ish, & local haunt that boastz a warm atmosphere and a collection
ol zavory Colorado-inspired dighes, After dinner. [ walked around
town and ct

ceked out the International Snow S |||l>l||ra- f'v||a|npi
onzhips, held every Janu: ary at the Riverwalk Center.



While in Breckenridas | als

thing very few have the

in a lifetime—"mushing

\ visil 1o Good Times \d ture
Tor Lhose |"",'L\'.1[‘.'.: tor a

in the beautiful Colorado scenery The tour
which lasts a little over an howur ®s men
*n"l‘;ullli:rgr-n;in(h‘ opport ity to switel
off helween riding on a small ¢
sleigh with the guide siiting in the dogs]
and getting behind the “wheel
to run the -ln_;\ There are plenty of trails
f--!‘ ..?‘ ages il ul omfort I ur ru
told us -;.-\'v.’n‘-n]uh have even laken to this
exhilarating outdoor adventure. The quiet
calm of the snow-covered forest was only
ever inlerrupted by the laughter of us iy
illL( Lo master [:‘..:.—‘hing while the dogs I'I".\'
fully jumped in nearby snow piles

Ihis vear, Breckenridge Ski Resort will

be celebrating its 50" :\'-"II‘ of bringing
I.l'l'"rn}'s .‘llu] ]‘;‘nllil\ oult Uf t'r ir \\inlvr hur
rows to enjoy the charming town and its
magmificent peaks. W hy not trv son ething
different with your famnily and embirace the
winter weather, rather than escape it? With
allit has to offer, One Ski il Place will not
dizappoint, and the town of Bre kenridee is
sure: ta he a favorite family retreat for years
1o come,
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